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PREDICT! 


Ina MESSAGE, as from the LORD, 
To his Excellency 


Sk: THOMAS FAIRFAX 
and the Councell of His Army. 


By Jouwn SaurMarsu Preacher of the Gofpell. 
His feverall fheeches, and the manner of bis Death. 
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December 29. 1647, 


wt Flis Narrative concerning Mr.Saltmarfh hath been (ent to the Army sand there per~ 
ujedscorrecied, and made perfect,to be printed and publifbed for the Kingdomes {atil~ 
faction. Imprimatur, Gilbert Mabbor, 
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Printed at London by Robert \bbit(ox, ia Smithfield neer rhe 
Queenes-head Tavern, 1648. 
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— The Printer to the Reader. 


"V Av.ng Papers come to my hand to be Printed, concerning thefe 
wonderfull paflages about Mr. Saltmarf>; and advifing with the 
Licenfer concerning the fame ; It was.thovght fit that the Papers fhould 
be firft communicated to the Artny, before they were Printed: And ac- 
cordingly were fent to an eminent perfon’ at the Head- quarters, who(af- 
ter pernfall and correéticns ) returned them inclofed ina Letter, as fol- 
fowethy 3 SoS SNS SS 5 a 4 
S GRP OO ae Ty . | 
Have(at laft).procared the. perufall of your Relation concerning Mr.Salt- 
marfh,and fent tt you corrected, together with the inclofed Preamble. And 
. I think the Relation.may be fit ( for matter of truth) for publique view ; 
and being the very plain Narrative of the bufineffe, it may be for much [atisfa- 
éfion tothe Kingdomejtherein. 


i JF i 


- Windfor 27 Decemb. 1647, 
| A Preamble to the ugha , 


Ii is decent to {peake honourably of the dead, yet not tobe partial. 
Whilft. Mr. Sa/twarfe was inthe Army, he walked unblameable, kept 
himfeife to his Texty in labouring to beat down fin: and exalt Chrift.He 
medled not with the prefent times ; elfe at Nerthamron and other places 
hee had not found fuch efteeme: Hee ftill preached the bonds of love 
and peace, praying thar that might bee the cord to unite Chriftians in 
amitie. He medied not in the Pulpit with Presbytery or Independency. 
He foly laboured to draw the foule from finto Chrift. Thus he lived a- 
mong{t Souldiersin time of health, and how his departure was neere 
his death, you will perceive by what infueth, as to fo much of it which 
is faid to bee done at the Head-quarter; moftof it may claime beleefe, 
andj the reft probably is true. The circumftance of paflages oftentimes 
addes light to darke actions. Hee appeared at the Head-quaters as one 
rilen from the grave, his eyes almoft fixt in his head, or rather as if he 
had come out of a Trance with feare and trembling to expreffe his 
dreame. This latter may admica probable conjeCture for withour doubt 
hee had trouble ppon his fpirit,, till hee vented what hee apprehen- 
ded hee had incommiffion, he did not come. with bitter revileings and 
reproaches, but rather with wholefome admonitions to flye that dan- 
ger which as hic apprehended was hanging over the Army, have we not 
A more 
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more caufe to {afpe& our felves of failings ther him of Me lanc holly in 
what hee faid : And may nob this bee a good Afemerto to better things, 
though hee perhaps miftake in the matter hee delivered, yet however 
tet not the words of adying man paffe unregarded, for it. is the heart 
and not the mouth of fuch a man that fpeakech’: his carriage was as if 
he were of another world, often éxpreffing he fhould fee us no more, 
and his heart was eafed when he delivered his Mcflage, and finifhing his 
courfe fo immediately after, itisremarkable. 9 | 


Wonderfull Predictions, declared ina Meffage,as from the 
Lord,to His Excellency Sir Thomas Fairfaxyand the! ¢ 
Counfell of bis Armyzhy Mr.Johh Salemarfh, * ) ? 
Preacher of the Gofpele 990 0 , 


Mi: Iohn Saltmarfs (avery holy and reverend Divine, of great 
learning and parts )oné of the Chaplines to the Army 3 being at 
his houfe neete Gifford, inthe County of Efex, told his-wife Saterday 
December 4, 1647. that hee had beene in a Trance, feene a Vifl- 
on, and receiveda command. from God, togo prefently to the Army, 
to make knowne to them, what the Lord-had revealed to him, which 
would be the laft work that he had to do for them, and taking his leave 
of his wife, he hafted to London that night. . ae Tht 

4e declared to Sit H. 74.4 worthy Knight (a Member of the Houfe 
of Commons.) his deate friend ( and divers others ) that he was ent by 
the Lord with a Meflage to the Army, to make known fome things un- 
to them, which God had revealed unto him, he fpake many glorious 
things concerning God and the Saints. : | 

Thatnight he layin London, bur reltleffe to finifh the: bufineffd ‘hee 
went about. pal vt 

The next morning Cit being the Lords day) he fornd it fome difficul- 
ty to procure an Horfe, which put himinto 4 refolation to walke on 
Foote to Winfor, rather then ftay till A¢asday, but after dinner he was 
furnifhed, and mounted about three a clocke inthe afternoone, #nd'al- 
though ignorant of the way, yet(to avoid craftiniting )heridule himfelt 
alone, with arefolution of fpeede to the Head-quarters, where he in- 
tended the Officers a falute the next morning, before they fat in Coun- 
cell. . ‘3 3 
Bat the darke clouds foone farp-ifed him, ‘and ( having no guide ) he 
by inquiry found that he had digretfed a little fromthe roade, but was 
comforted in his confidence that God was with him. | nie 
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About eleven a clocke (that eee fell into a Towne, about {¥en 
miles on this fide winfory where he ( finding the people up at-an Inne). 
alighted, to baite himfelfe and Horfe. , 
Whileft hee ftaied there, he {poke tas it is faid) of many wonderfull 
things, which the Lord had revealed to him. But the manand woman 
of the houfe Cat firft) gave no credit to what he faid. ? 
But Mr. Saltmarfe proceeded ima continued difcourfe Gas if he had 
been preaching in’a Pulpic) declaring unto them many things from God; 
That the great and dreadful day of the Lords necre, When al men foal be 
judged by Fens Chrift, And then flaall the Wayes, and atlions of all men ap- 
peare, Beleevers fiand ona glorious Gofpel, fpirituall bottome, (upportea by 
their Saviour: And Infidels, clafbing about the ftones and Pillers of the 
wrorld, and fiefoly phancy, be sbrowne downe.to hell forevers The Lord hath 
great things (which he intends to doe fhortly. God will borne up, and confume 
she carthly matter of his Saints; to tranflate them ont of worldly darkenc(fe 
imtobisheavenly light, through Fefus Chrift ; andthen will God draw up alt 
the parkles of glory in ont. conflnence to bimfelfe, and canfeevery thing to row 
beirne to its fir[t original end, ’ Dees nats | 
~ By that time he had(a little)inlarged himfelfe upon thefe things, the 
people of the houfe began to be ferious and lay themnto their confcien- 
ces(amazed atthe things they heard,) were {mitten in their he irts,feem- 
ed very penitent. And perfwading {ome further do@rinall points from 
him, occafioned his longer ftay, then was before intended. Uy 
But (whileft it was yet darke, ) caily on A@anday December 6. inthe 
morning Mr. Saltwar& departed from his Inne,intending towards Win, 
for, but (by miftake of his way ) fell into the Forreft, where having 
view of an houfe, he approached it::and called the good man (chen up ) 
who upon his défire gave him directions of his way; and Mr. Salimaryis 
gave him inftru@ious in the way to heaven, and cold.him many things, 
concerning God, and has purpefe to defroy the wisked, and draw the faints 
$0 hims/elf,declaring(al{o the vanity of corrmpt haris,the prityof called (aints , 
and the like. | 
> The’ man being much taken herewith; accompanied him in his way 
through the Fotreft,converfing, with him tilbhe came neere Wind/or, and 
then returned. | 
About nine in the morning Mr.Salimar fa came to the Head-quartérs, 
and {aw divers of his acquaintance. 
He met with Mr.A.(one of the Adjucators)who faluting him, he fad, 
My. A. depart from thefe Tents.left you perifo with them, forthe Lord -bathre~ 
pealed to me,tbat be is very angry with this Army,becaufe they have for{aken 
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Captain ---(an Officer of the Army asked him how he did.To whom 
he faid that be had nothing (fromi God).to fay-to bim, for he had alwaies been 
a feeker of himjelf, under {petious pretences: | ) 
seeing of C.D, (another Oiticer)he faluted hin,(with good mortow) 
He faid, he could not.own bims, for be was for defttuciion: who {eeing his 
coultenance and carriage, and hearing his words (for he: had ftrange ex. 
preflions,borh tochim, and others) weasftirtledsg Gan 0.) sty . 

Mr. Salimayjp then went to the Gengrall,Gouncelly «where fome of the 
Orticcts werd met. in expectation of the Generalland the reft, to Gtin 
Gouncell, Aad-shefpake before them,(both then, and’ alfo afte; wards) 
much to this purpofes: That be mas Comethither to reveale to.thems what be. 
had received'fram God. Lhat though tbe Lord bad-doyewych forthem. sand by. 
thetty yet be bad of late deft them, and mas'not in-their councelss Lecaufe,they-head. 
forlaken him. . That God would not profper'their conjultations, but deftroy thei 
by diviftons amongt them{elves.T bat be had formerly cone to. them like a Lamb,. 
but that God bad now raifjed.in him the {pirit of a Lion, becoufe they. bad fought: 
to.deftroyithe people.of Gode. That the controvercfie now before.them, calls for: 
the tendereft judgement, becaufe it concerns their faithful ones, thofe impriloned, 
of their own memberss having alwayes-tocd by them through the greateft difi- 
culties. . That he would advife all the faithful to-depart-from them, | left. they ber ’ 
deftroyed with them. : And many more {uch like expreflions; , ; 

Soine Officers asked him how hee cameito know thefe things; to 
whom hee anfwered;: That Ged (whe) had. heretofore dmabled -bim, to ctelh 


them what they knew came ince to paffe ) had revealed. thefe things to bim . 
And he told fome of the Officers, thatwhat be {pake be mas {ure that they 
knew in their Con{ciencesit was true. | sad: 3) 
He told them that he wi/bed theirown argumentsamight find eccefleito theiy 
fpiritssthat the fame..founding of bowels might be heard in. them to their brethren 
that they once wifhed to bear in others, that would have inflaved them, that-they 
would in the flowings of an heavenly fpirit, with a fountaine of tears, let the 
world fee that men are not infallible,but may miftake their brethren for enemies. 
Some faid that Mr, Saltmar(b fared like one diflracted, And one teld 
hiny that he had been fick and:was not yet well recovered: To.whom ke 
amwered, TZ hatibe had (indeed) teen ficknot long fince : But tbat now he was 
Che thanked God) very well in bealth,and (enfible what he (pake : And faid, it 
ws the laft time that ever he fhould {peak to them. . 
Afterwards,he went to the Generall,( but did not moye-his hat,) fay- 
iBg, That he had notcommand from Gad to.bonenr him now at alls. That be bad 
honoured bint fo much,that be offeniled.in doting upon bis perfon. That God bad 
vevedled unto. him, that he was highly difplealed with bis committing, of Saints, 


and 
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purpofe, | | mage? | ; 
L. G. told him,that fome things were not fo well as he could with : 
but char he wondred at thofe paflages that fell from him,,: Bar Mrs Salt- 
mar(h proceeded.on, declaring to him, ashe had done to the Generall 
Councell of che Army. And at Laft L, G. rook a paper out of his pocket, 
(which he faid was feat to him from Mr.S.) which he read : Some of 
the matter being not much differentfrom what was thenfaid. 
Another Offizer: Cthen prefent) {pake of fomething chat: had lately 
fallen from an.other Member of the Army. relating ro. that parpole. Natend 
“Hereupon Mr. Salemarf replyed(faying ) Looke ye bere, naw, ant. of the. 
mouthes of ewo or three Witneffes, the truch of God w confermedand Law gig 7 
faith he to L. G. that there ox ons tenderneffe of heart in you: An tee 
fome further difcourle) they pattede ach wager or sag aif ou 
Then Mr. Saltmarjb, went to C. T. and fpake toythar- effet to him,. 
which hee. had done to the ref, and told him, shat Ged bad left bim and 
would net propper bisconncelh  .... 
He met with C.R.andtold him the meffige that be Was come tove- 
clare tothe-Army from God,. | ‘ aaare pan Beh ; 
To Mr. P. he faid, Thar hebad many good things in him, but he was (af 
late) overcome by others, Wha have mi{-led him : bat that theves yet aten- 
soil in his [pirit. And bad him take .heede that his heart be not har- 
pie 2 gS ya 
To Mr. C. Cwho was to teceive a fumme of monies for him)hedecla- 
redebat he Would not receive or, And being demanded how hé could be 
without it, hefaid, God would provide, but to take a penny of it to hins/elfe 
he dur(t not: And appointed Mr.€. (upon the receipt of the monies ) zo 
diftribute it to psore prtfoners in London, tothe fanldiers fecaredin Wind- 
for, about the late diforder, and to other diftreffed Chriftians.... . 
On Tue(day morning December 7. Mr. Saltmar{e went (againe) to 
L. G. telling him that he had one thing yet to'deliver to him; which 
God required of him (which was this) That he would immediately) take 
| Ri effectual: 
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(5) 
effecinall cosy fe forthe tnlargement of the mensher' of the Army, thar Were 
committed fornor complying withthe Generall Councell: e4ud that he do not 
profecute again? thofe who have beene fo faithful. (And fome other expref- 
{rons to that purpofe ). ‘ 

Mr. Salimar/o further declared, that he was forry to {ee fuch obftinas. 
cy. And thar although fome tenderneffe was upon: his {pirit ( the’ day 
befote) yetnow hefaw that his heart was hardned. But withed him. 
to be mindfull of what God required of him: here 

That motning Mr.Saltmarf declared to C. B. and others, the fame 
cng again, which he had done the day before,at the General]. Coun- 
cell. i 

_C. B.asked him, whether he would advife all the honeft faithfull mem 
bers to leave the Army, and lay down Armes, and quite leave off the 
Military practice, ‘To whom hé anfwered, No; For, faith he, God hath 
yet a great Work tobe done: In Which be will make wfe of Members of this 
Army,to do great things for rhe glory af bis Name. Sig Se coh, 

After thar he had taken his leave of the Offieets, telling them, That he, 
had then done lus errand, and must leave them,never to fee the Army mire he 
caine that night to London. 1 | 
On Wedneflay Decemb. 8. he acquainted divers of his Friends (about 
the City, what he had done, and took his leave of them ) faying to fome 
that his work was nev done, his Meffage delivered: And defired them.to 
be carefull of his wife. duce aoe tak EEL ee 
~ On Thurfday Decemb.o-he went from London vety cheerfull and well, 
and came that night to his honfe neere Gilford, not fick at all,and told his 
wife what he had done, , Se ce aoe 

On Friday Decemb.10, he told bis wife, that he had now Gnithed his 
courfe ; and mult go to his Father? And in'the afternoon hé complain- 
éd that his head did ake, defiring to lie down’ upon, his bed, where his 
Wife took all poffible care fhe could of him.” Bur whatfoever he received 
for fuftenance,he could por retain it: yet herefted well, all tharnight. ” 
" On Saturday Decemb." #1, “in the morning, he was taken {péechlefle, 
And in the afternoon, ‘abuut foure of five ms haya ‘dyed. very peaceably’ 
and quietly. “And his foule is, no donbr,. at reft with the Lofd, 3. 


| Windfor, Examinate 
«, Decenib, P1647. 
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